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[bookmark: _Toc206769692]Please note this document has functionality that will not work in a browser. Please ensure that you open the document in the Word desktop application.
[bookmark: _Toc210300236]Introduction
The answers you give within this topic consultation will help the Office for National Statistics (ONS) to build an understanding of your user needs. This will support development of the population and migration statistics of the future, including Census 2031 in England and Wales. 
The consultation document details what is already known about user needs for each topic and the ONS’s initial view on inclusion of topics in Census 2031.
When answering the questions, please include detailed descriptions that clarify your requirements. Please use real-world examples that demonstrate how you would use the data from Census 2031 and what impact that work would have.
If you have any questions, please email Topic.Consultation@ons.gov.uk 
[bookmark: _Toc206769693][bookmark: _Toc210300237]About you
What is your name? Please include your first and last name. (Required)
	


What is your email address? (Required)
This will be used to confirm your response has been received.  
	


Please can we contact you in the future to discuss your requirements for population statistics?
This may be to clarify or elaborate on your response, or to invite you to take part in further engagement about your requirements related to population and migration statistics. 
☐	Yes
☐ 	No
Are you answering on behalf of an organisation or as an individual?
For organisational responses, a single coordinated response is preferred. It may not always be appropriate or possible to do so, and in this case, please select that you are responding on behalf of an organisation but only tell us about requirements you have knowledge of.
☐ 	Individual
☐ 	On behalf of an organisation 
Please specify the name of your organisation
	







If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views. 


What sector do you work in?
This will assist the ONS in monitoring the range of users this consultation has reached. 
Please select all that apply.
☐ 	UK government department
☐ 	Devolved government
☐ 	Non-departmental public body or government agency 
☐ 	Local or regional government 
☐ 	Public service (for example a school or police force) 
☐ 	Academia or research 
☐ 	NHS board or health organisation 
☐ 	Housing 
☐ 	Charity or community sector  
☐ 	Commercial or private sector 
☐ 	Journalism or media 
☐ 	Genealogical or family history
☐ 	Individual member of the public 
☐ 	Other, please specify:
	





We aim to be as open as possible in our decision-making process. All responses to the consultation will be published.
The names of organisations that have responded will be included with their response. 
If you are responding as an individual, we will publish your name with your response, if you agree. 
We will not publish your email address.
Please be aware that any information provided in response to this topic consultation could be made publicly available if requested under a Freedom of Information request. 

If you are responding as an individual, do you agree to your name being published? 
☐ 	Yes, I consent to my name being published with my response
☐ 	No, please remove my name before publishing my response


[bookmark: _Toc206769694][bookmark: _Toc210300238]Information on census topics 
This section will ask you about how you expect to use census data. In line with the evaluation criteria set out in the consultation document, questions will be asked about purpose, geography, small populations, comparability and multivariate analysis. Your answers will help the ONS to evaluate user needs for topics and make recommendations for their inclusion (or exclusion) within the Census 2031 questionnaire. 
For reference, the topic groups and topics to be considered in this section are detailed below. Please select the box against each topic group you have requirements for.
☐ 	Basic demographics and household composition 
(age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships)
☐ 	Housing
(type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans)
☐ 	Migration and citizenship
(country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held)
☐ 	Ethnicity and national identity
(ethnic group, national identity)
☐ 	Religion
☐ 	Language
(main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills)
☐ 	Sexual orientation
☐ 	Gender identity
☐ 	Health, disability and unpaid care
(disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care)
☐ 	Education
(qualifications, student status and term time address)
☐ 	Labour market
(economic activity, industry, occupation)
☐ 	Travel to work
(main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work)
☐ 	UK armed forces veterans

The following twelve questions are repeated for each of the thirteen topic groups. Please answer the questions relating to the topic groups you have selected. 
To avoid you having to duplicate responses, you can also refer to previous answers where your use of, or requirement for, data are the same within or across topics. Please clearly state how your previous answer is applicable.
If a question is not relevant to your requirements, please answer ‘not applicable’.

To help you focus only on the topic groups relevant to you, the questions are collapsed within their heading. To reveal the questions to be answered, move your cursor over the heading for the relevant topic group. A triangle or arrow will appear to the left of the heading. Click on this triangle to expand the questions. Clicking it again will collapse the questions within the heading again.
Please provide as much detail in your answers as you can. The response boxes will expand to fit the text you enter.


[bookmark: _Toc210300239]Census topic group: basic demographics and household composition 
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use basic demographics and household composition Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	





What are your requirements for basic demographics and household composition Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use basic demographics and household composition census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use basic demographics and household composition census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use basic demographics and household composition census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare basic demographics and household composition census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on basic demographics and household composition combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	



How, if at all, do you compare basic demographics and household composition census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on basic demographics and household composition? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on basic demographics and household composition meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: age, sex, marital or legal partnership status, household and family relationships.
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use 
· what purpose you use these data for 
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data 
· how well these meet your data requirements 
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative 
data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if basic demographics and household composition data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for basic demographics and household composition Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	


[bookmark: _Toc210300240][bookmark: _Toc206769698]Census topic group: housing 
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use housing Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	





What are your requirements for housing Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use housing census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use housing census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use housing census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare housing census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on housing combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare housing census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on housing? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on housing meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: type and self-containment of accommodation, number of rooms, number of bedrooms, type of central heating, tenure and landlord (if renting), number of cars or vans.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if housing data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for housing Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300241]Census topic group: migration and citizenship
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use migration and citizenship Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	





What are your requirements for migration and citizenship Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use migration and citizenship census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	



How, if at all, do you use migration and citizenship census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use migration and citizenship census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare migration and citizenship census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	



How, if at all, do you use census data on migration and citizenship combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	



How, if at all, do you compare migration and citizenship census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on migration and citizenship? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
	



Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on migration and citizenship meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: country of birth, long-term international migration, international temporary mobility, internal migration, passports held.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if migration and citizenship data were not collected for in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned 
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality. 
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for migration and citizenship Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	


[bookmark: _Toc210300242]Census topic group: ethnicity and national identity
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use ethnicity and national identity Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	


What are your requirements for ethnicity and national identity Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
	



Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use ethnicity and national identity census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	



How, if at all, do you use ethnicity and national identity census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use ethnicity and national identity census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare ethnicity and national identity census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on ethnicity and national identity combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	



How, if at all, do you compare ethnicity and national identity census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on ethnicity and national identity? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on ethnicity and national identity meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: ethnic group, national identity.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for 
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if ethnicity and national identity data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided) 
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned 
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality 
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for ethnicity and national identity Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300243]Census topic group: religion
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use religion Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for religion Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use religion census data for?
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use religion census data at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use religion census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare religion census data with earlier censuses? 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on religion combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare religion census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on religion? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on religion meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if religion data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for religion Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300244]Census topic group: language
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use language Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for language Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use language census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	



How, if at all, do you use language census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use language census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare language census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on language combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare language census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on language? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on language meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main language, English language proficiency, Welsh language skills.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	


What would the consequences be, if any, for you if language data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for language Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300245]Census topic group: sexual orientation
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use sexual orientation Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for sexual orientation Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use sexual orientation census data for?
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	



How, if at all, do you use sexual orientation census data at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use sexual orientation census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





This question is not asked for sexual orientation. 

How, if at all, do you use census data on sexual orientation combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare sexual orientation census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on sexual orientation? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on sexual orientation meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for 
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if sexual orientation data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality 
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for sexual orientation Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300246]Census topic group: gender identity
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.

The Census 2021 gender identity data were reclassified as "official statistics in development" in 2024. The following questions will therefore ask you about how you would expect to use census data for this topic, and not how you currently use them. 
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use gender identity Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for gender identity Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you expect to use gender identity census data for?
Please provide specific examples of what you would do, why you would do it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	



How, if at all, do you expect to use gender identity census data for at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you would do, why you would do it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you expect to use gender identity census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you would do, why you would do it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





This question is not asked for gender identity. 

How, if at all, do you expect to use census data on gender identity combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you would do, why you would do it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, would you compare gender identity census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you would do, why you would do it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



This question is not asked for gender identity. 
Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on gender identity meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use 
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if gender identity data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided) 
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for gender identity Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300247]Census topic group: health, disability and unpaid care
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use health, disability and unpaid care Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	





What are your requirements for health, disability and unpaid care Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
	



Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use health, disability and unpaid care census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use health, disability and unpaid care census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use health, disability and unpaid care census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare health, disability and unpaid care census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on health, disability and unpaid care combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare health, disability and unpaid care census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on health, disability and unpaid care? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on health, disability and unpaid care meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: disability and long-term health conditions, general health, unpaid care.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if health, disability and unpaid care data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided) 
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for health, disability and unpaid care Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300248]Census topic group: education
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use education Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for education Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use education census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use education census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use education census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare education census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	



How, if at all, do you use census data on education combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare education census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on education? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on education meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: qualifications, student status and term time address.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	


What would the consequences be, if any, for you if education data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for education Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300249]Census topic group: labour market
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use labour market Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for labour market Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use labour market census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use labour market census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use labour market census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare labour market census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on labour market combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare labour market census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on labour market? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on labour market meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: economic activity, industry, occupation.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if labour market data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for labour market Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300250]Census topic group: travel to work
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use travel to work Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for travel to work Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
	



Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use travel to work census data for?
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use travel to work census data at small geographies? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use travel to work census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





How, if at all, do you compare travel to work census data with earlier censuses? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· evaluations over time to make funding decisions 
· projections you make, and how they’re used 
· evaluations over time to make policy recommendations
	





How, if at all, do you use census data on travel to work combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare travel to work census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions. 
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on travel to work? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
Please refer to the topic data you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
	





Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on travel to work meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
Please refer to the topics you use within your descriptions.
For reference, the topics are: main method of transport to place of work, address of place of work.
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if travel to work data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality 
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for travel to work Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300251]Census topic group: UK armed forces veterans
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use UK armed forces veterans Census 2031 data? Select all that apply 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people. 
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	



What are your requirements for UK armed forces veterans Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	





Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
What purpose do you use UK armed forces veterans census data for?
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any. 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how the data are used for policy development or monitoring 
· how the data are used to meet statutory requirements 
· how the data are used for research 
· how the data are used for funding allocation 
	





How, if at all, do you use UK armed forces veterans census data at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, do you use UK armed forces veterans census data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population groups include people identified by shared cultural traits, such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	





This question is not asked for UK armed forces veterans. 

How, if at all, do you use census data on UK armed forces veterans combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	





How, if at all, do you compare UK armed forces veterans census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you are doing, why you are doing it and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses
	



How, if at all, are these current uses different from your (future) needs for Census 2031 data on UK armed forces veterans? 
Please provide detailed examples of your future needs, including comparisons you may make to Census 2021 data. 
	



Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on UK armed forces veterans meet your requirements? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use
· what purpose you use these data for
· how, if at all, you combine alternative data sources with census data
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	



What would the consequences be, if any, for you if UK armed forces veterans data were not collected in Census 2031? 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· whether existing alternative data sources could be used in place of census data (you do not need to repeat any detail on alternative data that you have already provided)
· whether additional data collection would need to be undertaken or commissioned
· consequences in terms of time, financial cost or quality
· work that could no longer be undertaken without these census data, if any
	



What else, if anything, would you like to add about your requirements for UK armed forces veterans Census 2031 data? 
This could include, for example, additional response tick boxes, or opportunities to link census data to other data sources.  
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300252]Requirements for topic data not collected before 
Collection of census information can only be justified if there is a significant need for the data.  
The ONS is reviewing whether data on the new topics: ‘type of health condition, impairment or disability’ and ‘income’, are required. Please select the box against each topic group you have requirements for.
☐ 	Type of health condition, impairment, or disability
☐ 	Income

The following eight questions are repeated for each of the proposed new topics. Please answer the questions relating to the new topics you have selected. 
To avoid you having to duplicate responses, you can also refer to previous answers where your use of, or requirement for, data are the same within or across topics. Please clearly state how your previous answer is applicable.   
If a question is not relevant to your requirements, please answer ‘not applicable’. 

To help you focus only on the topic groups relevant to you, the questions are collapsed within their heading. To reveal the questions to be answered, move your cursor over the heading for the relevant topic group. A triangle or arrow will appear to the left of the heading. Click on this triangle to expand the questions. Clicking it again will collapse the questions within the heading again.



[bookmark: _Toc210300253]New topic: type of health condition, impairment, or disability
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on type of health condition, impairment, or disability meet your requirements? 
Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply. 
· what alternative data sources you use, if any
· what purpose you use these data for 
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	


Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use type of health condition, impairment, or disability Census 2031 data? 
Select all that apply. 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people.
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	


  


What are your requirements for type of health condition, impairment, or disability Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	



Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
 
What purpose would you use type of health condition, impairment, or disability Census 2031 data for? 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how you would expect to use these data for policy development or monitoring 
· how you would expect to use these data to meet statutory requirements 
· how you would expect to use these data for research 
· how you would expect to use these data for funding allocation
	



How, if at all, would you use type of health condition, impairment, or disability Census 2031 data at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, would you use type of health condition, impairment, or disability Census 2031 data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population include groups of people identified by shared cultural traits such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	



How, if at all, would you use Census 2031 data on type of health condition, impairment, or disability combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	



How, if at all, would you compare type of health condition, impairment, or disability census data to geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses  
	


[bookmark: _Toc210300254]New topic: income
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
Alternative data sources
How, if at all, do alternative (non-census) sources of data on income meet your requirements? 
Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
Alternative data sources include administrative sources, web scraped data, social media data, other surveys and commercial data. 
It is useful to include information about the following points, where they apply: 
· what alternative data sources you use, if any 
· what purpose you use these data for
· how well these meet your data requirements
· what additional costs, if any, are incurred in acquiring administrative data sources
	


Data use and purpose
At what geographical levels do you expect to use income Census 2031 data? Select all that apply. 
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people.
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	


  


What are your requirements for income Census 2031 data? Please include examples of why you need them. 
	



Please include detailed examples in your answers to the following questions, focused on describing the uses most important for you or your organisation. 
 
What purpose would you use income Census 2031 data for? 
Detailed examples may include: 
· how you would expect to use these data for policy development or monitoring 
· how you would expect to use these data to meet statutory requirements 
· how you would expect to use these data for research 
· how you would expect to use these data for funding allocation
	



How, if at all, would you use income Census 2031 data at small geographies? 
Small geographies mean levels below local authority level. 
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying those areas (below local authority) that require certain services, intervention, and planning 
· monitoring demographic change 
· allocating resources
	



How, if at all, would you use income Census 2031 data to understand more about small population groups? 
Small population include groups of people identified by shared cultural traits such as ethnic group, religion, national identity, main language, country of birth or protected characteristics.
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· identifying which small population groups might require additional funding from services 
· comparing different small population groups for research purposes
	




How, if at all, would you use Census 2031 data on income combined with other census variables (otherwise known as multivariate analysis)? 
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include using it for: 
· comparing different census variables with each other 
· exploring more detail in the counts that the ONS produce 
· looking at relationships between census data variables
	



How, if at all, would you compare income census data for geographical areas outside England and Wales?  
Please provide specific examples of what you would expect to do, why and the benefits, if any.  
Detailed examples may include: 
· comparisons across the UK for funding purposes 
· comparisons between different local authorities within other regions across the UK nations for policy development 
· comparisons with European countries for research purposes 
· comparing England and Wales with Scotland and Northern Ireland data to plan and coordinate crisis responses  
	




[bookmark: _Toc210300255]Additional new topics
We have already asked you about your requirements for the following potential new topics: 
· type of health condition, impairment or disability
· income
You now have opportunity to tell us about any other new topics you have requirements for. You have space to propose up to five new topics.  
What, if any, other additional new topics would you propose for Census 2031? (please specify)
Additional new topic 1:
	


Additional new topic 2:
	


Additional new topic 3:
	


Additional new topic 4:
	


Additional new topic 5:
	




Additional new topic 1
How would you expect to use these census data? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
It is useful to include information about the following, where they apply:
· how you would use these data to understand small population groups, such as those identified by shared cultural identities which may be difficult to accurately represent through surveys
· how you would use these data at geographies smaller than local authority
· how you would combine these census data with other census variables to look at relationships between the data (multivariate analysis)
· how you would compare these data to data beyond England and Wales, such as comparisons of different local authorities within UK nations, or comparisons across the UK or with European countries
	



Additional new topic 2
How would you expect to use these census data? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
It is useful to include information about the following, where they apply:
· how you would use these data to understand small population groups, such as those identified by shared cultural identities which may be difficult to accurately represent through surveys
· how you would use these data at geographies smaller than local authority
· how you would combine these census data with other census variables to look at relationships between the data (multivariate analysis)
· how you would compare these data to data beyond England and Wales, such as comparisons of different local authorities within UK nations, or comparisons across the UK or with European countries
	



Additional new topic 3
How would you expect to use these census data? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
It is useful to include information about the following, where they apply:
· how you would use these data to understand small population groups, such as those identified by shared cultural identities which may be difficult to accurately represent through surveys
· how you would use these data at geographies smaller than local authority
· how you would combine these census data with other census variables to look at relationships between the data (multivariate analysis)
· how you would compare these data to data beyond England and Wales, such as comparisons of different local authorities within UK nations, or comparisons across the UK or with European countries
	



Additional new topic 4
How would you expect to use these census data? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
It is useful to include information about the following, where they apply:
· how you would use these data to understand small population groups, such as those identified by shared cultural identities which may be difficult to accurately represent through surveys
· how you would use these data at geographies smaller than local authority
· how you would combine these census data with other census variables to look at relationships between the data (multivariate analysis)
· how you would compare these data to data beyond England and Wales, such as comparisons of different local authorities within UK nations, or comparisons across the UK or with European countries
	



Additional new topic 5
How would you expect to use these census data? Please include detailed examples in your answer. 
It is useful to include information about the following, where they apply:
· how you would use these data to understand small population groups, such as those identified by shared cultural identities which may be difficult to accurately represent through surveys
· how you would use these data at geographies smaller than local authority
· how you would combine these census data with other census variables to look at relationships between the data (multivariate analysis)
· how you would compare these data to data beyond England and Wales, such as comparisons of different local authorities within UK nations, or comparisons across the UK or with European countries
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300256]Geographies
The ONS produces a number of core statistical and administrative geographies.
What additional geographies, if any, do you require for Census 2031? 
Please included in your answer what geographies you require, what they are needed for and the benefits of having them, if any. 
Core statistical and administrative geographies 
· National
· Regional
· Local authority
· Middle layer Super Output Area (usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people).
· Lower layer Super Output Area (usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people).
· Output Area (usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people).
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300257]Census definitions and population bases 
Census definitions, such as usual resident and dwelling, describe how individuals and accommodation are counted and grouped.  
What additional definitions and groupings do you require for Census 2031, if any, that were not used for Census 2021?   
Please include in your answer any required changes to existing definitions or new groups, what they are needed for and the benefits of having them, if any.
Census 2021 groupings
For reference, the Census 2021 groupings are provided below.
· Usual resident: people who have stayed, or intend to stay, in a country for 12 months or more.
· Family: a married, civil-partnered or cohabiting couple with or without children or stepchildren, or a lone parent with at least one child, who lives at the same address.
· Household: one person living alone, or a group of people living at the same address who share cooking facilities and share a living room, sitting room or dining area. 
· Dwelling: a self-contained unit of accommodation, for example houses or flats, which may be occupied or unoccupied.
· Visitor: a person who is usually resident in the UK, or a census short-term UK resident (defined below), staying overnight on census day at an address at which they are not usually resident.  
· Short-term resident: anyone born outside the UK who has stayed, or intends to stay, in the UK for a period of three months or more, but less than 12 months.   
	



The ONS currently produces outputs against the usually resident population, the daytime population and the out-of-term population. 
What additional population bases, if any, do you require from Census 2031? 
Please include in your answer what population bases you require, what they are needed for and the benefits of having them, if any. 
Guidance
· Population bases are the groupings used for statistical outputs that describe where the people we count are at a specific time of day or year.
· Usually resident population: the population of individuals who have stayed, or intend to stay, in a country for 12 months or more. Students are counted at their term-time address. 
· Daytime population: the working-age population as it is when people are at work; noting this is impacted by changes in mobility patterns (for example, hybrid working). 
· Out-of-term population: the usual resident population as it is when students are at their out-of-term address if they have one.
	



[bookmark: _Toc210300258]Communal establishments 
Answer the next two questions only if you plan to use communal establishment data from Census 2031.
What requirements do you have for Census 2031 data relating to communal establishments and their populations? 
Please outline your requirements for each accommodation type and their population.
A communal establishment is a place that provides managed full-time or part-time supervision of residential accommodation.
Examples include:
· university halls of residence and boarding schools
· care homes, hospitals, hospices and maternity units
· hotels, guest houses, hostels and bed and breakfasts, all with residential accommodation for seven or more guests
· prisons and other secure facilities
· Single Living Accommodation in military bases
· staff accommodation
· religious establishments
It does not include sheltered accommodation, serviced apartments, nurses’ accommodation, and houses rented to students by private landlords. These are households.
	





At what geographical level do you require Census 2031 data about communal establishments?
Geographical definitions  
A Middle layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Lower layer Super Output Areas, containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people. 
A Lower layer Super Output Area usually comprises four or five Output Areas, containing between 400 and 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people. 
An Output Area usually comprises between 40 and 250 households or 100 to 625 people.
☐ 	National  
☐ 	Regional  
☐ 	Local authority  
☐ 	Middle layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Lower layer Super Output Area  
☐ 	Output Area  
☐ 	Other, please specify  
	


  
[bookmark: _Toc210300259]Harmonisation  
In which topic areas or data items, if any, would greater harmonisation help you bring together data from different sources more effectively? Please include detailed examples where a lack of harmonised standards has made it difficult to combine or compare data. 
Harmonised standards and guidance are tools developed by the Government Statistical Service for improving the comparability and coherence of statistics. Harmonised standards include definitions, survey questions, suggested presentations and information for data users. Producers of statistics can use these harmonised standards to align with others, which will increase the usefulness of their statistics. This makes it easier to bring similar data from different sources together to create a broader data picture.
	




[bookmark: _Toc210300260]Anything else 
What, if anything else, would you like to add about your Census 2031 data requirements?
	




[bookmark: _Toc210300261]How to submit your response
Thank you for taking the time to complete this consultation. Your responses will help the ONS to support the development of the population and migration statistical system, including Census 2031 in England and Wales.   
You can submit your response by post to:
ONS Consultations Team  
Post Room  
Office for National Statistics  
Segensworth Road  
Fareham  
PO15 5RR  
Or email an electronic copy to Topic.Consultation@ons.gov.uk
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