Questions for users

Based upon the work carried out on estimates of sub-national trade thus far, which are summarised in the earlier sections of this document, we would like to ask for feedback from you, our users. This feedback can be about any aspect of the NUTS1 area service exports; however, there are some specific questions for which answers would be most appreciated:

1. 	Are you responding on behalf of yourself as an individual, or on behalf of your organisation?
2. 	Do you think this new set of statistics is a useful addition to the suite of UK Trade data?
3. 	Do you sufficiently understand the outputs being presented? Please specify if there are features, details or graphics that need better or clearer explanation.
4. 	What uses are you making of these outputs? Please include specific examples of evidence-based policy making, documented reporting or published articles if possible.
5. 	Do you consider the methodology to be appropriate to achieve the desired results?
6. 	Are the functional categories used in the analysis appropriate, or should an alternative approach to the industrial or product breakdowns be considered? Examples include: an entirely industry-based approach, or an entirely product-based approach.
7. 	Are these outputs sufficiently aligned with other ONS products, such as the UK Balance of Payments, or should there be additional constraining applied to ensure a full match?
8. 	Thus far the work on exports by destination only covers the industrial breakdowns, not the product based functional categories of transport, travel, finance and insurance and pension services. Data sources for the breakdown by destination in those categories are very limited. Should the destination outputs be extended to cover those additional categories? If so, do you have specific suggestions of data sources that could be used to achieve this?
9. 	Can you propose alternative approaches to the methodology, or parts of the methodology, that may prove more effective than the current approach? In particular regarding data sources used for the breakdowns, and the employee-based apportionment.
10. 	Should these estimates of sub-national service exports continue to be produced in future years?
11. 	Estimates for Great Britain are sourced mainly from ITIS, whereas results for Northern Ireland come from the Annual Business Inquiry. As a result of this difference in sources, it may not be possible to break down figures for Northern Ireland into as much detail as those for GB, and may be delivered up to six months later than GB figures. Do you require results for the whole UK including results for Northern Ireland, or would you prefer GB-only figures excluding Northern Ireland which would be available earlier?
12. 	Are there any improvements or additional breakdowns that you would find useful for these outputs? Examples include, but are not limited to: the use of alternative geographies, or further industrial breakdowns, or additional breakdowns by alternative categories of analysis.
