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Note: An omission was identified on page 4 which implied that the ethnicity question response options for Welsh respondents were the same as those for English respondents in the Census 2021 questionnaire, noting only the difference in ordering of response options under the high-level category “White”.
The document should have also stated that:
The high-level response option of “Asian or Asian British” for English respondents, was different to that for Welsh respondents, which read “Asian, Asian Welsh or Asian British”.
The high-level response option of “Black, Black British, Caribbean or African” for English respondents, was different to that for Welsh respondents, which read “Black, Black Welsh, Black British, Caribbean or African”.
This document has been updated to reflect the differences in response options for the ethnicity question in Wales and England in Census 2021. The document now includes the response option text used in England, and the response option text used in Wales, in two separate lists. The change does not impact the questions that are being asked within this consultation.

[bookmark: _Toc216252695]Introduction
This consultation asks your views on whether additional tick-box response options are required for a new ethnicity harmonised standard. It is part of the Government Statistical Service (GSS) Harmonisation team’s ongoing review of this standard. It is taking place alongside the Office for National Statistics (ONS) consultation on topics for Census 2031, which asks about user needs for ethnic group data alongside many other topics.
The new ethnicity harmonised standard will be recommended for use by data collectors across the GSS, including teams working on the next censuses in the UK. We expect the UK statistics organisations to consider this standard when developing questions. We expect the relevant census question to align to this standard in England and Wales. We will continue to work closely with teams across the UK to understand their requirements for the standard. Depending on the user needs of each UK nation, this may be delivered through a single version or a suite of harmonised questions.
The GSS harmonised standards are tools for improving the comparability and coherence of statistics. Harmonised standards include definitions, survey questions, suggested presentations of outputs and information for data users. When data collectors use the harmonised standards, they can effectively and accurately compare data that has been collected across different datasets. This means they can more easily understand what that data does, and does not, tell them. This ensures that statistics are being used to their full effect for the public good.
The current ethnicity harmonised standard is based on the 2011 Census questions across the UK. The questions were reviewed and adjusted so they could be used in the 2021 Census for England and Wales, the 2021 Census for Northern Ireland, and the 2022 Census for Scotland. This means that the 2021 and 2022 census questions are currently the most up-to-date way of collecting data about ethnic groups. However, the question development for these approaches began in 2015 and user needs may have changed since then. 
Whilst the review is underway, the Harmonisation team advise that for new data collection that requires an ethnicity question, to use the questions from the:  
1. 2021 Census for England and Wales (questions differ in England and Wales)
2. Current ethnicity harmonised standard for Northern Ireland  
3. 2022 Census for Scotland  
The question used in the 2021 Census for Northern Ireland has also been explored to fully understand user needs in Northern Ireland.
The Ethnicity harmonised standard is recommended to data collectors alongside questions about national identity and religion. When all three questions are used together, respondents are better enabled to give details about their full cultural identity. In Northern Ireland, the recommendation is to include five questions: Country of Birth, National Identity, Ethnic Group, Religion and Language, using the NI Census 2021 questions for Country of Birth and Language. 
[bookmark: _Toc216252696]England and Wales Census 2021 response options 
For respondents in England:
White
· English, Welsh, Scottish, Northern Irish or British 
· Irish
· Gypsy or Irish Traveller
· Roma
· Any other White background (please specify)
Mixed or Multiple ethnic group
· White and Black Caribbean
· White and Black African
· White and Asian
· Any other Mixed or Multiple background (please specify)
Asian or Asian British
· Indian
· Pakistani
· Bangladeshi
· Chinese
· Any other Asian background (please specify)
Black, Black British, Caribbean or African 
· Caribbean
· African (please specify)
· Any other Black British or Caribbean background (please specify)
Other ethnic group
· Arab
· Any other ethnic group (please specify)
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For respondents in Wales:
White
· Welsh, English, Scottish, Northern Irish or British
· Irish
· Gypsy or Irish Traveller
· Roma
· Any other White background (please specify)
Mixed or Multiple ethnic group
· White and Black Caribbean
· White and Black African
· White and Asian
· Any other Mixed or Multiple background (please specify)
Asian, Asian Welsh or Asian British
· Indian
· Pakistani
· Bangladeshi
· Chinese
· Any other Asian background (please specify)
Black, Black Welsh, Black British, Caribbean or African
· Caribbean
· African (please specify)
· Any other Black British or Caribbean background (please specify)
Other ethnic group
· Arab
· Any other ethnic group (please specify)
[bookmark: _Toc216252698]Northern Ireland Census 2021 response options
· White
· Irish Traveller
· Indian
· Black African
· Chinese
· Roma
· Filipino
· Black Other
· Mixed ethnic group (please write in)
· Any other ethnic group (please write in)
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White
· Scottish
· Other British
· Irish
· Polish
· Gypsy or Traveller
· Roma
· Showman or Showwoman
· Other white ethnic group (please specify)
Mixed or Multiple ethnic groups (please specify)
Asian, Scottish Asian, or British Asian
· Pakistani, Scottish Pakistani, or British Pakistani
· Indian, Scottish Indian, or British Indian
· Bangladeshi, Scottish Bangladeshi, or British Bangladeshi
· Chinese, Scottish Chinese, or British Chinese
· Other (please specify)
African, Scottish African, British African (please specify)
Caribbean or Black (please specify)
Other ethnic group
· Arab, Scottish Arab, or British Arab
· Other (please specify)
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The GSS has identified a need to update the standard for ethnicity data so that statistics can provide more detailed and inclusive data, reflecting the diversity of the UK population. A portion of this work includes considering the response options available, and importantly those not available, within the current ethnicity standard. This includes seeking and balancing input from communities and respondents alongside the needs of data users to inform response options available. We will use the responses from this consultation to prioritise the addition of tick boxes which meet the greatest user need, while balancing clarity, data quality and acceptable respondent burden.
We invite your views on the way that different ethnic groups are represented in the current standard, and what needs you have for additional ethnic group tick boxes. 
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These consultation questions are aimed at any organisation or individual who would like to request the addition of new response options for the ethnicity harmonised standard. It’s vital that the data we collect best meets the needs of our users. We would like to hear from you to understand your needs for data on additional ethnic groups, and what you will use these data for.  
[bookmark: _Toc216252702]Further detail on Harmonisation
For users who would like more detail about the ethnicity harmonised standard, or information on any of our other standards, we would suggest taking a look at our current harmonisation webpages.
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The answers you give in this consultation will help the Government Statistical Service (GSS) to understand your needs for additional tick-box response options to be considered in the development of a new ethnicity harmonised standard for data collection. This is part of the GSS Harmonisation team’s ongoing review of the current ethnicity standard.
The easiest way to respond to this questionnaire is through our website: 
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/harmonisation/gss-ethnicity-harmonisation-consultation. Alternatively, information on how to submit this form as a physical response is at the end of the survey.
When answering the questions, please include detailed descriptions that clarify your requirements. Please use real-world examples that demonstrate how you would use the data collected through the addition of new response options, and what impact that work would have. 
If you have any questions, or require a paper copy of this consultation, please email harmonisation@statistics.gov.uk.  
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Are you answering on behalf of an organisation or as an individual?
If you are responding on behalf of an organisation, please ensure that your responses throughout the form reflect the needs and perspectives of your organisation as a whole, rather than personal views.
☐ 	On behalf of an organisation  
☐	As an individual

If ‘As an individual’, please go to question 4. If ‘On behalf of an organisation’, please continue.


What sector do you work in? 
Please select all that apply.
☐	UK government department  
☐	Devolved government   
☐	Non-departmental public body or government agency  
☐	Local or regional government  
☐	Public service (for example a school or police force)  
☐	Academia or research  
☐	NHS board or health organisation  
☐	Housing  
☐	Charity or community sector   
☐	Commercial or private sector  
☐	Journalism or media  
☐	Genealogical or family history  
☐	Other, please specify:
	


What is your organisation? 
If you are answering as an individual, please leave blank.
	


a) Which parts of the United Kingdom does your organisation represent? 
Select all that apply. 
ANSWER IF Q1 ANSWERED AS AN ORGANISATION  
☐ England
☐ Wales  
☐ Scotland
☐ Northern Ireland 

b) Which part of the UK are you responding from?
ANSWER IF Q1 ANSWERED AN INDIVIDUAL 
☐ England
☐ Wales  
☐ Scotland 
☐ Northern Ireland 

What is your name? Please include your first and last name. (Required) 
	


What is your email address? 
This will be used to confirm your response has been received.  
	

	IF QUESTION 1 ANSWERED AS AN ORGANISATION
To support transparency in our decision-making, responses to this consultation will be made public. This will include the name of the responding organisation. We will not publish your name or email address with your response.  
Please be aware that any information provided in response to this consultation could be made publicly available if requested under the Freedom of Information Act.  
IF QUESTION 1 ANSWERED AS AN INDIVIDUAL
To support transparency in our decision-making, responses to this consultation will be made public. This will include your name if you agree.  
Please be aware that any information provided in response to this consultation could be made publicly available if requested under the Freedom of Information Act.  


Do you agree to your name being published?  
If question 1 answered as an individual.
☐	Yes, I consent to my name being published with my response  
☐	No, please remove my name before publishing my response  
 
[bookmark: _Toc216252705]Your needs for ethnic group data
Do you need data on any additional ethnic groups, which are not included in the current census ethnicity question?  
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 31. If ‘Yes’ please continue.
 
What additional ethnic groups do you need data for, which are not included in the current ethnicity questions?
	 



Which UK nation would you expect to use this additional ethnic group data for? Select all that apply. 
☐	England 
☐	Wales 
☐	Scotland 
☐	Northern Ireland
 
Do you need data on the additional ethnic groups you are requesting for policy development?  
☐	Yes
☐	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 13. If ‘Yes’, please continue.
Thinking about policy development, explain why you need data for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested.
Include links to published research, case studies or other supporting evidence.
	


Do you need data on the additional ethnic groups you are requesting for equality monitoring?
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 15. If ‘Yes’, please continue. 
Thinking about equality monitoring, explain why you need data for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested.
Include links to published research, case studies or other supporting evidence.
	


Do you need data on the additional ethnic groups you are requesting for service delivery? 
☐	Yes
☐	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 17. If ‘Yes’, please continue. 
Thinking about service delivery, explain why you need data for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested.
Include links to published research, case studies or other supporting evidence.
	


Do you need data on the additional ethnic groups you are requesting for resource allocation? 
☐	Yes
☐	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 19. If ‘Yes’, please continue.
 
Thinking about resource allocation, explain why you need data for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested, if applicable.
Include links to published research, case studies or other supporting evidence.
	


Do you need data for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested for any other purpose?
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 21. If ‘Yes’, please continue. 
Explain why you need data for other purposes for each of the additional ethnic groups you have requested.
Include links to published research, case studies or other supporting evidence.
	


At what geographical levels would you expect to use this information?   
Please select all that apply.
☐ 	UK 
☐ 	National 
☐ 	Regional 
☐ 	Local authority level or Local Government District
☐ 	Middle-layer Super Output Area (usually comprising four or five Lower-Layer Super Output Areas and containing between 2,000 and 6,000 households or 5,000 to 15,000 people) 
☐ 	Lower-layer Super Output Area (usually comprising four or five Output Areas and containing between 400 to 1,200 households or 1,000 to 3,000 people) 
☐ 	Output Area (consisting of between 40 to 250 households or 100 to 625 people) 
☐	Other level, including Data zone, Super data zone or Intermediate zone (please specify)
	


Thinking about government statistics, do any other survey questions provide data that measures the additional ethnic group you have requested?
This could be collected through survey questions such as country of birth, language, national identity, religion, etc.
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
☐ 	Not sure
If ‘No’ or ‘Not sure’, please go to question 26. If ‘Yes’, please continue. 
Thinking about government statistics, what other survey questions can you use to measure the additional ethnic groups you have requested?
This could be collected through survey questions such as country of birth, language, national identity, religion, etc.
	


To what extent, if at all, do these other survey questions meet your current requirements for the additional ethnic groups you have requested?
This could be survey questions such as country of birth, language, national identity, religion, etc.
☐ 	Requirements fully met
☐ 	Requirements mainly met
☐ 	Requirements neither met nor unmet
☐ 	Requirements mainly unmet
☐ 	Requirements fully unmet
If ‘Requirements fully met’ or ‘Requirements mainly met’, please go to question 26. Otherwise, please continue. 
Why does the data from these other survey questions not meet your requirements? 
	


Do you use any official data to measure the additional ethnic groups you have requested?
Official data might include data from government surveys, administrative data, or other data collected by public organisations. 
☐ 	Yes
☐ 	No
If ‘No’, please go to question 30. If ‘Yes’, please continue.  
What official data do you use to measure the additional ethnic groups you have requested?
Official data might include data from government surveys, administrative data, or other data collected by public organisations.
	


To what extent, if at all, does this official data meet your current requirements for the additional ethnic groups you have requested?
Official data might include data from government surveys, administrative data, or other data collected by public organisations.
☐ 	Requirements fully met
☐ 	Requirements mainly met
☐ 	Requirements neither met nor unmet
☐ 	Requirements mainly unmet
☐ 	Requirements fully unmet
If ‘Requirements fully met’ or ‘Requirements mainly met’, please go to question 30. Otherwise, please continue.
 Why does this official data not meet your requirements? 
	


Do you have any other comments on the additional ethnic groups you have requested?  
	


To enable us to accurately assess your requirements for ethnicity data, it may be helpful for us to follow up with you to understand your needs better. Do you consent to the GSS Harmonisation team or Office for National Statistics teams contacting you in future about your requirements related to ethnicity data within government statistics?   
☐ 	Yes 
☐ 	No 
 

[bookmark: _Toc216252706]How to submit your response
Thank you for taking the time to complete this consultation. Your responses will help the Government Statistical Service to support the collection of more detailed and inclusive data on ethnicity, reflecting the diversity of the UK population.   
You can submit your response by post to:
ONS Consultations Team 
Post Room 
Office for National Statistics 
Segensworth Road 
Fareham 
PO15 5RR 
If you have any questions or queries about the ethnicity harmonised standard more generally, please contact the Government Statistical Service Harmonisation team at Harmonisation@statistics.gov.uk. 
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