Household, Socioeconomic and Local (HSL) feedback survey of local government users of the Labour Force Survey (LFS) and Annual Population Survey (APS)


Overview
Welcome and thank you for taking part in this feedback exercise. The exercise is live for seven weeks, from 17 August until midnight on 2 October 2026.
We are gathering insights on how local government use the Labour Force Survey (LFS) and Annual Population Survey (APS), including the data and outputs you rely on for your statutory reporting requirements.
Your input is important to us as it will help us understand current usage, identify your needs, and assess any potential issues as we move towards the Transformed Labour Force Survey (TLFS).
This feedback exercise will take around 1 hour to complete, however in most cases it will require collaboration across your organisation to gather the required information. To help facilitate multiple people responding to the exercise, we have included this Word copy. 
If you have any questions about the exercise, please contact us at: tlfsplustransformation@ons.gov.uk. 
Thank you for your time and support.
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What is the name of your organisation?
(Required)



What is the name of your department or work area? 
(Required)



Do you use data from the Labour Force Survey (LFS) or the Annual Population Survey (APS) in your organisation’s work?
(Required)
☐ LFS and APS
☐ LFS only
☐ APS only
☐ Don’t know
☐ Neither APS nor LFS 

If “Don’t know” or “Neither APS nor LFS” please skip to “Confidence in TLFS” section
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Which topics, if any, does your organisation report on using data from the LFS or APS?
Select all that apply.
☐ Household variables
☐ Individual Socio-demographic variables 
☐ Labour Market 
☐ Earnings
☐ Previous Occupation
☐ Variations in Pay
☐ Job Quality
☐ Travel to Work 
☐ Sickness Incidence & Duration
☐ Sickness Absence
☐ Education
☐ Benefits
☐ Social Mobility
☐ Health
☐ Accidents at Work 
☐ Work Related Illness
☐ Smoking
☐ None	 
☐ Other, please specify 


Other, please specify: 
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We are now going to ask you some questions on statutory reporting requirements. 
The ONS defines statutory reporting requirements as legally binding obligations mandated by government legislation.

Does your organisation have statutory reporting requirements to fulfil that use the LFS or APS? 
Examples of statutory reporting requirements may include:
Gender pay gap, children's & adult’s social care outcomes framework and financial reporting.
☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Don’t Know

If “No” please skip to “Critical uses” section

If you answered "Don't know" to the previous question, please answer the following questions based on what you think may be your statutory reporting requirements.

Please state each of your statutory reporting requirements. 




For your statutory reporting requirements, where do you access LFS or APS data?
Select all that apply.
☐ NOMIS 
	☐ Secure Research Service
	☐ UK Data Service
	☐ ONS interactive dashboards
	☐ Shared datasets from other internal teams
	☐ ONS API/Automation Pipelines 
☐ ONS Publication
☐ Other, please specify

Other, please specify:



For your statutory reporting requirements, which datasets from the LFS or APS does your organisation use?
Select all that apply.
☐ LFS person quarterly
☐ LFS household quarterly
☐ LFS longitudinal 2Q
☐ LFS longitudinal 5Q
☐ APS person annual
☐ APS household annual
☐ APS longitudinal 2 year
☐ APS person 3 year pooled
☐ Other, please specify
☐ Don’t know

Other, please specify:



For each of your statutory reporting requirements, what variables, if any, do you use from the LFS or APS?
Please state each of your statutory reporting requirements and the variables you use for each requirement. If no variables are used, please write ‘none’ in the box
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What geographical breakdowns do you need to complete your statutory reporting requirements?
Select all that apply.
☐ United Kingdom
☐ Great Britain 
☐ England
☐ Wales
☐ Scotland
☐ Northern Ireland
☐ Regional
☐ Strategic/Combined Authority or Local Authority 
☐ Middle layer Super Output Areas (MSOA) or equivalent 
☐ Lower layer Super Output Areas (LSOA) or equivalent
☐ Output Area (OA) 
☐ Other, please specify

Other, please specify: 
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What time periods do you need to complete your statutory reporting requirements?
Select all that apply
☐ Monthly data
☐ Rolling quarter
☐ Calendar quarter
☐ Rolling 12 months
☐ Calendar year
☐ Financial year
☐ Other, please specify

Other, please specify:



If there was a temporary gap in the LFS or APS data you use for your statutory reporting requirements, what length of gap do you expect your organisation could tolerate?
☐ Less than 1 month
☐ 1 to 3 months
☐ 4 to 6 months
☐ Up to 1 year
☐ 1 to 2 years
☐ Over 2 years
☐ Don’t know
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The ONS is currently looking at understanding whether our users might incur any issues, should we decide to transition to the TLFS at certain times of the year. Which months, if any, would be difficult based on your statutory reporting requirements?  
Select all that apply.
☐ January
☐ February
☐ March
☐ April
☐ May
☐ June
☐ July
☐ August
☐ September
☐ October
☐ November
☐ December 
☐ No specific months
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What adjustments, if any, have been made to your statutory reporting requirements as a result of the recent quality changes to the LFS or APS?
 Select all that apply.
☐ Larger geography adopted	
☐ Late publishing 
☐ Less frequent reporting 
	☐ Reduced breakdowns 
	☐ None
	☐ Other, please specify 

Other, please specify:
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What quality indicator threshold(s) do you use to assess whether the quality of this data meets the needs of your statutory reporting requirements?
Select all that apply.
☐ Coefficient of variation
☐ Compare to similar data sources
☐ Confidence intervals
☐ Response rates
☐ Sample sizes
☐ Use of external resources 
☐ Other method not listed, please specify
	☐ None 

Other method not listed, please specify:



For the quality indicator threshold(s) you use, what are the minimum measurements needed for your statutory reporting requirements? For example, if you selected sample size, please state the minimum sample size that is required.

Coefficient of variation




Compare to similar data sources


Confidence intervals


Response rates


Sample sizes


Use of external resources 


Other method not listed
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Thank you for responding on your statutory reporting requirements. We would also like to hear about any other critical uses of the LFS and APS for your organisation.
Critical uses are the additional data needs (such as additional data sources and data items) that are essential to your organisation’s reporting but are not included in your statutory reporting requirements. This is data that you rely on regularly and could not easily replace without impacting your outputs or analysis. 

For critical uses beyond statutory reporting requirements, where do you access LFS or APS data?
Select all that apply.
☐ NOMIS 
	☐ Secure Research Service
	☐ Published reported, not including raw data
	☐ UK Data Service
	☐ ONS interactive dashboards
	☐ Shared datasets from other internal teams
	☐ ONS API/Automation Pipelines 
	☐ ONS Publication
☐ Other, please specify

Other, please specify:




For critical uses beyond statutory reporting requirements, which datasets from the LFS or APS does your organisation use? 
Select all that apply.
☐ LFS person quarterly
☐ LFS household quarterly
☐ LFS longitudinal 2Q
☐ LFS longitudinal 5Q
☐ APS person annual
☐ APS household annual
☐ APS longitudinal 2 year
☐ APS person 3 year pooled
☐ Other, please specify
☐ Don’t know

Other, please specify: 



For critical uses beyond statutory reporting requirements, which variables, if any, does your organisation use? Please list them below.
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Thank you for responding on your critical uses. The following questions relate to all of your organisation's outputs which use data from the LFS or APS.

Please list the alternative data sources, if any, which are available to you if the LFS or APS did not fully meet your requirements? Alternative data sources may include data from other surveys, or administrative data.





[bookmark: _Toc237879835]Under 16

Considering all of your organisation's outputs and any breakdowns you produce which use data from the LFS or APS, do you require data on children under the age of 16?

☐ Yes
☐ No
☐ Don’t Know

Please specify what data on children under the age of 16 you require.
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You are nearly at the end of the survey. 

Thank you for sharing your experiences and opinions so far. 

Overall, how confident are you in the transition from the LFS to the Transformed Labour Force Survey (TLFS) on a scale from "not confident at all" to "very confident"?
☐ Not confident at all
☐ Not confident	
☐ Neutral	
☐ Confident
☐ Very confident 				

What was the main reason for your score?
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If you have any questions, would like to provide further feedback, or submit a requirement for the TLFS, please contact the HSL team at TLFSplustransformation@ons.gov.uk
Please provide anything else you would like to share about the LFS or the APS that we have not captured.



If you are happy to be contacted by email to follow up on any of your responses or be updated on the outcome of the survey, please provide your email address. 


Your email address will not be used for any other purposes. 
☐ I am happy to be contacted about my responses
☐ I would like to be updated about the outcome of the survey



Thank you

Thank you for completing this survey. Please send your completed form to tlfsplustransformation@ons.gov.uk.
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